
  

  

 

Bow Wave - October 2022. 

Thankfully We Sailed Together, Again! 

Your "Post Thanks Giving" Gift of AYC News  

  



 

 

Mark Your 2022 Calendars  

• October 15 - Fall Club House + Patio Closing Crews 

• October 17 W/O - Yard Cradle Crew 

• October 21 - Haul Out 

• October 29 - Dock Party Crews 

• November 12 - S.A.W. club dinner social [$15 tickets] 

• November 16 - Fall Annual General Meeting 

• December 11 - Christmas Party Members Wine and Cheese [Revised 

Date] 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO ANY PROVINCIAL COVID RESTRICTIONS! 

 

 

Director's Report 

 

Nick Pitt, Commodore 



Commodore’s Report 

  

Greetings everyone. This will be my final Bow Wave report as your 

commodore. I wish to say that it has been an honour to serve the Alexandra 

Yacht Club and its membership, and I say this truthfully, not because it is the 

sort of thing you say on occasions such as this. Again and again over the 

two decades that I have been an AYC member, I have been amazed with the 

good natured, hardworking tenacity of the ever changing AYC membership. 

This last weekend’s haul out was just the latest example of this. 

 

  

This picture (taken of course by resident shutterbug Don Williams) is of some 

of the members of the sea wall team for Haul Out, at days’ end on Saturday. 

I’m holding the list of the 30-odd boats we pulled. From left to right: Lee 

Silver, Sean Smith, Geoff Gurr, me, Dave Bolivar, Borys Gogus and Roger 

Axon. This is not the full team for both days although several of us did do 



both days – Friday’s team also had seven to ten hardworking members and I 

apologize for not getting their pic as well. Also missing – and the reason for 

my latest occasion of amazement – is 84-year-old Bill McLean. 

  

You see, Saturday started slowly and with some confusion as to the order of 

the boats. We were also shy of team members at the 7:30 start time. With 

the threat of the slings ready and waiting for boats (at $1,000/hour) it was all 

hands on deck. I like to run the sea wall team so that everyone has a specific 

job (Geoff and Lee for example were on far side sling duty). Bill stepped up 

and managed the bow line of the first ten or twelve boats we hauled. At first 

glance this sounds like a relatively easy task – walk the boat into the slings 

and keep her bow in control while the slings are placed and tightened – but 

the reality is different for two reasons: one, we manage the wall and boats 

are moved generally more than once as part of this, and two, our fleet is so 

much bigger. On several occasions I saw Bill (at 84 and with a wonky knee) 

pulling for all his life and getting the boats moved as needed. When I asked if 

he was okay he smiled and said, “Never better.” To me, that’s the Alexandra 

Yacht Club. Every member happily adding their shoulder to the wheel. I was 

yet again amazed by our toughness and enthusiasm. Thank you Bill. Your 

shoulder was a good one at the wheel. 

  

I also wish to discuss our upcoming Annual General Meeting. We vote in a 

new board of directors as part of the evening’s business. A nomination form 

has been posted on the website and I will be personally nominating several 

members of the current board who are returning. In particular, I nominate 

Alison Honey Woods to replace me. Here is that taking place in a pic by 

Borys: 

 



  

 

I have said it before, so I won’t belabour the point: serving on the board is a 

rewarding experience, particularly if you are like me (not handy in the 

slightest). I can’t change a spark plug or drive the telehandler or re-wire the 

gate, but I can at least half decently run an organization. So, if you wish to 

serve, or know someone you wish to nominate, prepare the form and slip it in 

the boardroom mail slot (speaking of the mail slot, be sure a sign the waiver 

that our insurance company requires from all members) and if you spot is as 

far from the boardroom as possible (I mean you, Lochy) well, that’s important 

too. There’s a spot for everyone in the operation of AYC. 

  

Finally, I wish to thank the board members who are leaving for their service – 

in particular, House director Phill Dunk. Phil has been a fixture on AYC 

boards for the last decade and a half. Even when he wasn’t, the house 

director at the time relied heavily on him. And our house shows the effects of 

this hard work: new washrooms, new kitchen, and everything else spruced 

up and sparkling. I know that the new house director will depend on Phil, not 

only for his hard work but also for his knowledge of where everything is 



 

squirreled away(!). 

  

Also stepping down are Rear Commodore Geoff Gurr and Secretary Joel 

Zylberberg, who are both examples of our new, younger club leadership – 

with Alison of course taking the lead. It is encouraging seeing these (to me) 

youngsters stepping up to get a taste of the board and participate in the 

leadership of our shared volunteer club. I am sure they’ll both be back in the 

coming seasons. Alison, of course, is stepping up in a big way and I am 

thrilled with that. 

  

So, I’m off to join the grumpy old guy brigade. Thank you everyone for your 

support – particularly in the darkest days of the pandemic. I will treasure it 

always. 

  

Cheers -----> Nick 

  

Nick Pitt 

Commodore. 

  

  

 



 

 

Gareth Clemo, Vice Commodore 

Vice-commodore's report. Haul-out 

 

The haul-out went well.  I'd like to thank everyone who helped for making it a 

success. 

 

Water is on in the yard 

 

The weather forecast shows above-freezing temperatures for the next 14 days. 

Water in the yard will be available until then unless something changes 

dramatically. 

 

Many Thanks, Gareth Clemo, Vice Commodore 

  

  

 



 

Geoff Gurr, Rear Commodore 

Hello AYC members, 

 

It has been a great two years being Rear Commodore and I am very pleased 

to have been able to give back to this great club. While I am stepping down 

to focus on growing my fabrication business, I am remaining as the, call it, 

"Assistant Dockmaster". This means I will continue to validate the 

positions of the boats within the dock assignment plan, and to create the nice 

looking assignment map, but the new RC will have authority over the 

positioning of the boats. We are currently bursting at the seams with large 

boats and our dock system is very stressed to add more. Furthermore to this 

point, Alison has a waiting list full of mid to larger sized boats wanting to join 

our club. 

 

My second topic I would like to write about is the AYC/NYC waterlot trade 

that went down this summer. I find that about half of the club understands 

the reasoning behind this rearrangement, and the other half does not. The 

half that does not like the exchange seems to not know the foundation for the 

trade. Some think that it was solely to benefit NYC, and some other 



murmerings that it was not a fair trade. I will clear up these 

misunderstandings by starting with the beginning of the process; the NYC is 

getting a new dock system from Poralu, and this obviously means a redesign 

is possible. While they can simply use what they had, it is always easier to 

design using a simple block shape, in other words, not an "L" shape much 

like we used to have with our swing mooring field... which we never used. So 

to summarize these points from our point of view, the waterlot trade benefits 

AYC in terms of having a simple to populate square shape, and also, the 

new form factor will allow easier adaptation of our current dock system to 

expand our mid to large size boat capacity, without raising our membership 

cap. 

 

Another point to clarify about the area trade was the equality of the 

agreement and the easement detailing. The waterlot was exchanged on a 

precisely equal area trade, right down to the hundredth of a square meter. 

Plus, the design layout was not drawn up by an NYC member, a 3rd party 

professional drafting firm did all of the detailed drawings. Many revisions 

were issued to us, we refused and requested further revisions many times; it 

was a lengthy process. The property line crossing the waterlot was then 

shifted 10 meters towards the NYC and 10 meters towards the AYC, and 

thus deemed an open navigational channel 20 meters wide. This 

navigational channel was then extended as an easement to access the open 

waters of Lake Ontario, being able to reach the two near exits in the 

breakwall, and the far exit beside Ontario Place. This navigational channel in 

the past was a verbal agreement, and NYC continually broke this agreement 

by adding, just more more slip, just one more boat, and over time our 

navigational channel got tighter and harder to use due to a loose and 

undetailed agreement. With the fresh and finely detailed waterlot drawings, 

we now have a drafted and written description of the layout of our 

easement/navigational channel, which would stand up to support us if there 

is ever an infraction in the future. 



 

 

I will speak more on this exact writing during the upcoming AGM. I would like 

to thank all that were involved in the process, it was a lot of work, but that's 

why this club is so great. We made it what it is through hard work and I only 

see it getting better as time goes on. 

 

If anyone has any questions or comments for me, please email me at: rear-

commodore@ayc.ca 

 

Regards, Geoff Gurr Rear Commodore 

 

 

Richard Armstrong, Social Director 

Dear Members, 

It is my intention to run for Social Director for a second term. 

This past season we created a new program called “Sailing Around the 

World (SAW)”.  To date we have visited France, Greece, Ireland, Hungary, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Philippines, and Germany (Octoberfest).  We still are 
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planning Latvia and the North Pole (Christmas with Santa) in November and 

December respectively.  The program seemed to have been well 

received.  We have monthly SAW’s, every second Saturday, with a turn out 

between 40 and 60 people.  It was a different program from the past and 

created a new buzz for our social experience. 

 

In addition, we had a blow-out Sail Past.  It was well needed after the COVID 

crisis.  We also carried over Hug your Boat from the previous planning year. 

  

My proposal for next season is to “Celebrate Our Seasons and Holidays 

(COSH)”.  For this COSH program we would use the same schedule, with an 

event every second Saturday of the month except January, June and 

September.  January will be a closed month, June reserved for Sail Past and 

September will celebrate the Island Race with a fall fete! 

  

COSH will celebrate our four season plus various holidays and special 

calendar dates.  For example, we will have a Valentines event in February, 

St. Patrick’s in March, Easter in April and so on… 

  

To make this program work we will again need volunteers to help in both the 

execution and planning.  Our volunteer members over this past year have 

done an outstanding job.  A real testament to the soul of our club. 

  

I thank you for your consideration and welcome any feedback.   

  

Many thanks, Richard Armstrong, Social Director 

 



 

 

Borys Gogus, Treasurer 

Hello AYC,  It's been a pleasure serving as your treasurer this past year and 

I will be running again for the position next year.   I will have a complete 

financial report at our upcoming annual meeting; it's been a good year for the 

club.  I'm happy to report that due to the past efforts of our former treasurer, 

Keith Whelan, the club recently received a $13,181 City of Toronto property 

tax rebate.  Thank you, Keith! 

 

If anyone knows the whereabouts of our original Letters of Patent, please let 

me know.  We have a scanned version, but it would be helpful to have the 

original.   

 

Thank you, Borys Gogus, Treasurer 

 

  

 



 

Phil Dunk, House Director 

Well, it’s been an interesting bunch of years to say the least. High waters, 

new washrooms a pandemic and a whole whack of new members. Yes, to 

say that it has been an interesting time at AYC would be an understatement! 

For all the years I have been on the board, first as Communications then 

Social and now House Director, this has been the most interesting and 

challenging of the jobs. Many of you have been so helpful in making the job 

easier. To you I say “Thank You”. As House Director I have one last request. 

I am putting together a proposal for replacing our heating system with a new 

heat pump. I will be sending out a communication to all members outlining 

the reason and plan to do so. I hope you will read and approve the plan. I will 

look forward to you questions and comments after you read the proposal. It 

would be best to email me your question so that I can address them properly 

and will answer you directly but I will also, in my presentation at the AGM 

address them to all the members.  

As I leave the position of House Director I would like members to consider 

my replacement. I am recommending Paul Chandler. Paul is not known to a 

lot of members as he is relatively new to our club. Paul has a long 

background in clubs like AYC. prior to joining our club, he has been House 

Director and Yard Master at other clubs as well as Commodore of the Outer 



 

Harbour Federation. With these qualifications I am sure that members will 

agree that he is well qualified. Should any other member choose to run and 

win the position I will do my best to help with any issues should they arise.  

Once again, I say thank you to all members that have supported me as 

House Director. 

Best regards, Phil (Almost retired House Director) 

 

 

Alison Honey Woods, Membership Director 
Happy Halloween AYC! 
 
We have a few openings for Senior membership and will be looking to fill those 
slips over the winter so we are a full club for 2023. 
 
It has been a great privilege to serve as Membership Director for the last year. I 
had the pleasure of bringing in many new members and have enjoyed getting to 
know you all. 
 
Work hours will be posted online and in the club house on November 1st. Any 
members falling short will be contacted directly, but I am happy to report that the 
vast majority of our membership not only fulfilled their commitment of volunteering 



 

16 work hours, but exceeded it. 
 
I will not be running for Membership Director in 2023, I will be running for 
Commodore. I would love to represent the Alexandra Yacht Club and look forward 
to volunteering another year with the Board of Directors should the membership 
bestow me with the honour. 
 
Alison Honey Woods, Membership Director 

 

 

Joel Zylberberg, Secretary 

  
Hi All, 
 
Please be advised of the AYC AGM upcoming at 7:30 PM on Wednesday Nov. 
16th. As per usual (at least in the pre-covid era), we will meet upstairs in the AYC 
clubhouse. The agenda will be circulated ahead of time as per the club by-laws. 
One important part of the AGM agenda is to elect the next board of directors, so 
please come and make your voices heard. Members wishing to submit 
nominations (including self-nominations) for positions on the board of directors 
are asked to complete the nomination form posted to the member's area of the 
AYC website under the heading Nov. 22 AGM. Please submit the completed 



 

nomination forms to me at secretary@ayc.ca. Thanks in advance to all those 
running for election: your service is much appreciated. Senior or life members 
who cannot attend the AGM may have another member vote on their behalf. Each 
senior or life member can submit up to 2 proxy votes in addition to their own vote. 
Also note that parking will be very limited at the AGM because the parking lot will 
be full of boats. 
 
Please also note that, in addition to the winter storage agreements you were 
asked to sign at haul-out, the AYC insurer requires us to have summer mooring 
agreements in place for all boats docking at the AYC. Members should anticipate 
that they will be asked to sign these agreements some time around or before 
launch next spring. 
 
Finally, let me thank you all for a fun year together. It's been a pleasure serving 
as your secretary. I will not be running for re-election, but I will continue to serve 
the club in whatever ways I can. 
 
Thank you, Joel Zylberberg, Secretary 

  

 

 

Jay Wallace, Communications Director 

mailto:secretary@ayc.ca


 

Hello AYC'ers,  
 
OK, here is the one thing that club members often say to me... "I'm not getting 
club emails?" Please note that AYC sends an average of 3-4 emails a week, if 
you're not in the loop, check your junk pal! Also when you change your gmail 
account maybe you could let the board know, so we can redirect your mail so you 
don't miss the scintillating news from AYC! 
 
Thanks for all your comments and photo's you've sent in this year and please 
keep them coming. Thanks to all members who suited up for the fall work party, 
dock and crib layout parties. You may be called the "usual suspects", but in my 
book you are the club hero's! 
 
Once again the AYC WhatsApp group link is below or email me for a fresh link. 
 https://chat.whatsapp.com/L7Ety99PRPgCtN4uG7ujg8    

For the up coming Winter 2023 BowWave please send me your photos and feel-good 

moments that have helped to keep your spirits high and your sails trimmed this year. 

Bonne Journee to all, 

Jay Wallace, Communications Director 

 

 

Stephen Brown, Fleet Captain 

Hello AYC, All that is left of this race season is flags and trophies.  Next year we 

plan to continue on our own, without National.  This worked quite well this year 

as we adjusted.  It was really good to have the added flexibility on timing and the 

https://ayc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=884eb2a532b2d28ec9f8dc632&id=d7e4dda87b&e=5fdf8b2232


 

start line was never crowded! 

 

We also will be trying to have a combined cruise and race next 

summer.  Hopefully to Port Dalhousie. 

 

Till next summer.  Stephen Brown Fleet Captain 

 

                              

 

Don Williams, Club Cruise Captain 

  

Hello Cruisers, what a great season for cruising this year! Although some went on 

their own voyages, some chose to cruise ‘with’ the club on a planned and 

orchestrated and sanctioned cruise which guaranteed that there’d be a slip (or 

anchorage) waiting for them with their (boat) name on it. They’d also know that 

there’d be planned activities awaiting them at each destination – mostly eating, 

drinking, and tripping. And we go no matter what the weather so tighten those 

forestays, backstays and shrouds of turban! 

  

By chance, and as luck would have it, the Commodore of the Tuscaroni Yacht Club 

came to our club for a short stay and I was able to speak directly to her husband 

(or whoever he was also on her boat) and was able to secure a sanctioned visit to 



 

their great club next year, something that I’ve been working on for years – woohoo! 

It’s a fun and ‘in demand’ place for sure so ‘do’ look forward to this trip but ‘do’ 

book early as it will fill up with our four-boat allotment and don’t overload your boat 

or you’ll ‘ground out’ much like you would at Queen City right now and get stuck 

and everyone will start yelling at you and perhaps throwing fruit – I know! We will 

also be re-visiting Etobicoke Yacht Club and Port Credit and perhaps and maybe 

even the Boulevard Club, which is within towing distance to get there and back, 

which I’m sure some will find most helpful. 

  

If you would like to visit any club not mentioned (or visited in a while) please reach 

out and I’ll reach out so next year we can all reach out. 

 

Cheers, Don Williams , AYC Cruise Captain 

  

 

The Members Bulletin Board All the News Fit to Print 
                          

 



 

Member Citations;   A fall/winter alert that the club gate is now very cranky in fact 

it does not always close properly. Please make sure it closes when you 

exit.  And finally thanks for all your comments off and on the record this year. I am 

sorry I could not print them all, however there's at least a 1/2 bottle of SAILOR 

JERRY with your names on it... locker 8 or 2, not sure where I left if! 

 

Overheard; Random - "I liked that the new members got a profile mention in the 

Bow Wave.  Nice to put a face to the names... " 

Anonymous - "I tell you those SAW parties have the best food I've ever had for 

fifteen bucks all in." 

 

Suggestion Box; How about another rummage sale or open market at the club 

next year? 

   

Random Travel Tales;   Thanks for these photo's! Now share yours 

at communications@ayc.ca 
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The Members Photo Gallery 

A Series of Candid Collections 



 



 



 

 

                 *This brochure is available if you request 
to see it. 



 
 

A fun season of great S.A.W. dinner parties! 



 

 
Followed by a Sleep Over! 

 
 

* FIN * 
  

 


