
 

Bow Wave - July Issue 2022 
 

"Under the boardwalk down by the sea!"  
Happy Canada Day! It's Your Summer Heatwave of AYC News! 

 

  

 

Update Your Current 2022 Calendars 
• July 9 - Sailing Around the World [SAW] club house social 
• August 13 - Sailing Around the World club house social 
• September 1 - The AYC Race Season ends! 
• September 10 - Almost Round the Island Race & Hog Fest 
• October 15 - Fall Club House + Patio Closing Crews 
• October 17 W/O - Yard Cradle Crew 
• October 21 & 22 - Haul Out aka On the Hard 
• October 29 - Dock Party Crews 
• November 16 - Fall Annual General Meeting 
          

 The club respects all members and their individual Covid variant protection levels of 
comfort and compliance. 

 

 
 

!         !"#"$%"& '' ( )*&+,-$., /.&-0 1"$%"&, 2+3" .34 )*""," (updated)



 

Director's Report 

 

 
Nick Pitt, Commodore 
Hello Fellow AYCers!  
  
I am of the opinion that as we emerge from the pandemic, we are in a position to 
count our blessings, both personally and as club members. In my case, my blessings 
have been quirky. If you’d told me 27 months ago that Marina, my wife, and I 
would both be working from home and all day together, I would have said we’d 
drive each other mad, but the opposite has happened – it’s been downright 
romantic. Neither of us want’s the situation to change, which is funny. I think that 
drawing us all home with our loved ones is the one positive to the pandemic. We all 
got closer – or in some cases we were able to clearly discern that a path we’d been 
on wasn’t a good one. It, Covid 19 clarified our view of our lives and situations. We 
had to stop rushing around, no choice, and lock down. At that point your life 
situation and circumstances can be viewed from outside in. You can see what is 
working and realize what you truly miss.   
  
In AYC terms the obvious beneficiary of the pandemic has been the club treasury. 
We were not able to spend money on social events until earlier this season – we 
had one event in the previous two seasons – and in facility terms were unable to 
undertake any large or expensive projects. I think that the timing was fortuitus: In 
the previous handful of seasons before I was commodore, we completed kitchen 
and bathroom renos, bought and built our container tool shed, made upgrades to 
the crane and generally got our shared facility into tip top shape. Having two years 



 

to spend almost nothing, as dictated to the pandemic, we come out of it with our 
facility, finances and membership in solid shape.   
  
A final benefit, to all of the members is that even during the shutdown we brought 
in many wonderful new members. They missed being drawn into the mix but most 
still found ways to positively distinguish themselves. Now that we are emerging, I 
encourage older members (except Lochy – he doesn’t talk to new members for 
their first five years) to introduce yourself and get to know these new faces – and 
the new faces, I urge you to widely introduce yourself to the membership and be 
patient with me in particular. I am dreadful with names and have a memory like a 
sieve.   
  
Finally, I’d like to confirm that I will not be running for a third term. Two is enough 
and five times as commodore in twenty years is enough as well. It’s time to pass the 
baton and join the grumpy old men brigade. Knock on wood, the new “C” will have 
a full treasury, a fifty-year lease extension and, a new more workable water lot and, 
fingers crossed, a city plan for rebuilding the break wall. Plus, all of the facility 
improvements from the board’s that proceeded the current one. That’s a not too 
shabby role to inherit.   
  
Cheers, all ------> Nick  
Nick Pitt, Commodore  
 
 
  

   



 

 

Gareth Clemo, Vice Commodore 
Hello AYC, I would like to thank our gardening committee Beatrice Shears, Julia 
Phelan, Sean Smith, and all their helpers for the fantastic job they have done 
around the club to spruce things up. The place looks great. 
  
There are several engines/dinghies/etc sitting next to the east fence of the club.  If 
any of these are yours, please label them.  Any unlabeled items will consider 
abandoned and I will make appropriate arrangements to dispose of them. 
  
  
  Gareth Clemo Vice Commodore 

 



 

Geoff Gurr, Rear Commodore  
Hello fellow AYC'ers! 
 
Summer has arrived and we are all back to actual boating, isn't it great to be back 
to normal life again. I have a couple basic items to go through. Lots of people 
have emailed me asking about ways to get work hours, so I will answer those 
questions here and now.... WEEDS! We are about to have a major floating weeds 
infestation, and my intuition is telling me that this year, it's going to be very 
bad, possibly one of the worst years ever. Help keep our basin clean and navigable 
by hauling out those gross plants. There's always more right after the city run-off 
from a heavy rainstorm as the fertilizers from lawns and such make the weeds grow 
even faster. If you need help on how to do it, ask anyone around the club for 
advice, or you can email me. 
 
Tying up your boat seems to always be a trick for some. Remember, a single bow 
and stern line is not enough. Please tie additionally, either a second bow/stern line 
and a spring line, or two spring lines, at the very least. If you need any help on how 
to tie up your boat properly, anyone in this club would be happy to help, just ask, 
we are a helpful and great bunch of people. That being said, if you notice your slip 



 

neighbour, or even a distant boat that has sprung itself loose, please call the owner 
and let them know you have secured it for them. 
 
Buying a bigger or different boat is my last item of note. Lots of our members are 
changing boats and nearly all for larger vessels. Please be reminded that you need 
to notify the board and involve them in the purchasing process. All of these details 
are outlined in the by-laws. I work pretty hard to fit in incoming boats, but know 
that the dock assignment is stressed nearly to the max, and it's tricky to add new 
boats without going into musical boats against the rest of the fleet. 
 
An important note about sharing the shore power on the docks needs to be made. 
Remember, it's one plug per boat, no exceptions. Some are plugging in multiple 
plugs, I will be looking for dual plug users regularly, I've been turning a blind eye to 
it hoping it would stop on its own... but it's getting worse. 
 
Please email if you have any questions or comments! I'm always available  at rear-
commodore@ayc.ca 
 
Cheers, Geoff Gurr Rear Commodore 
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Richard Armstrong, Social Director 
 
Well AYC we are back in full swing.  Sailpast was an amazing success.  Great food, 
great friends, great weather, great band, great volunteers and many more other 
great things. 
 
A special thank you for all those who helped out in the planning and execution of 
the event.  Over the coming weeks I will reach and thank each individually.  
 
I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to Commodore Nick Pitt for his 
encouragement and leadership through some of the difficult moments in pulling 
Sailpast together.  I enjoy working with him. 
 
Our Sailing Around the World (SAW) resumes in July.  As programmed, we do a 
SAW event every second Saturday of the month.  In July we are off to Greece.  Book 
early as tickets are limited.  Because these events are all self-help we have limits to 



 

how much we can cook.  We also keep the cost quite low.  This event is $15 per 
person and BYOB. 
 
In August we plan to be in Trinidad. September, October and November are in the 
planning process. 
 
In December we will be sailing by sleigh to the North Pole to visit Santa. 
 
Hope you can come Sail Around the World with us. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Richard Armstrong  
AYC Social Director  
  

 

 
 
 



 

 

Borys Gogus, Treasurer 
Hello AYC, I’m happy to report that in early June we received a $7,000 Covid relief 
grant from Ontario Sailing. 
 
I’d like to remind everyone the how to submit expenses that will result in timely 
reimbursement.   Send your receipts, either original or digital copies, to the 
appropriate director for approval.  The director will forward expense receipts to me 
for reimbursement.  Please state the preferred reimbursement method, either 
eTransfer or cheque.  If you prefer an eTransfer, include your email address. 
 
For those interested, I will shortly post, in the member section of the AYC website, 
our 2022 budget with year-to-date actuals.  If there are any question or concerns, 
please feel free to reach out to me. 
 
Borys Gogus Treasurer 

 



 

Phil Dunk, House Director 
We are now well into our sailing season and the club house and grounds are looking 
pretty good but we have several issues to deal with, namely cradle pads, motors 
and stuff laying around the yard. If you didn’t collect your cradle pads at launch 
time, please look around and find them and take them home or store them until 
the fall. The responsibility remains on the owners of these items. The club cannot 
be responsible for loss or damage to abandoned cradle pads, equipment or 
outboards left lying around. 
I want to thank members that have signed up for Site Maintenance. There are still 
about 30 days that we need filled. If you are a new member and want to get work 
hours doing Site Maintenance but don’t know what to do. Sign up on the club web 
site and email me and I will meet you at the club and walk you through the process. 
For each day members sign up for they will receive four work hours.  
This year we have, once again started receiving boats into the club on a reciprocal 
privilege. There is a sign-up sheet on the club web site for Officer of the Day. The 
job entails receiving visiting boats into the club, checking their reciprocal privileges 
and assigning them a slip. The program starts on July 1st. Sigh up for OOD, you get 
to wear a cool badge telling the world that you are the “Duty Dude” and get to help 
people. You also get 4 work hours. You may piggy back that with Site Maintenance, 
if the space hasn’t been filled and get another 4 hours. So go to the club web site 
and sign up for either OOD and/or Sight Maintenance. 
Things to know: When the club was built in 1987/88 the property that we currently 
sit on was created with tons of clean landfill. The city did not bring a sewer system 
to the club house as a result we have a holding tank with a pump that pumps all 



 

water out to the city system. So, when we flush the toilets or drain the sinks all 
liquids go through the pump system. Please be vigilant about what you put down 
the drains.  
Prior to the club moving to its current location, we were located on the East side of 
the harbour. When the Maple Leaf Stadium was located to the east of the club. 
From time-to-time baseballs would be hit out of the park and into the club 
property. For some reason some of the members would get upset. To take revenge 
on the stadium, when the winds were blowing in the right direction, they would set 
a barrel of oily rags and sails on fire and let the wind blow smoke into the stadium. 
Times sure have changed. 
Phil Dunk House Director 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Alison Honey Woods, Membership Director 
Membership continues to receive a steady stream of enquiries, but at this time the 
club has no available slips. 
 
Work hours to date for the 2022 season will be posted in the clubhouse over 
Canada Day long weekend. A reminder that all senior members must contribute 16 
hours per season and associate members 4 hours per season unless the board has 
approved otherwise.  
 
Now that we are finally in the water again it is the time to pitch in and help with the 
upkeep of our beautiful club. There are many ways you can contribute and if you 
need help with registering for Officer of the Day or Site Maintenance don’t hesitate 
to ask. Work Hours will be posted in the clubhouse starting in June. 
 
The AYC continues to receive a steady stream of requests for slips. The club slips 
are now full and we only have places for potential members who are interested in a 
mooring ball spot. 
 
There are many ways to contribute to the club, if you need ideas get in touch 
with membership@ayc.ca 
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Happy Sailing! 
 
We have gained many new members over the past year so if you see a new face 
around the club say hello. Our most recent “new faces" can be seen below. 
Welcome new members! 

 
Joint Senior Members Jesse and Clare McMullen-Crummey with Whit and Don, 
Boat Name: Burnin’ Rudder, Gibsea 31 



 
Senior Member Corey Tidd, Boat Name: Filibuster, CS27 
 



 
Senior Member Ian Shaw, Boat Name: Clever Girl, Shark 24 



 

 
Senior Member Amy Glennie, Boat Name: Tao, Mirage 25 
 
 
 
 
Alison Honey Woods, Membership Director 
  

 

 



 



 

Joel Zylberberg, Secretary 
 
Dear AYC Members, 
 
I hope the start of the season has been treating you well! Your member cards are waiting 
for you on the table in the downstairs lounge. Please let me know if you have any 
questions or see any issues. Please leave these in alphabetical order so that others can find 
their cards, too. 
 
If you haven't done so yet, please send me your proof of $2,000,000 in liability insurance. 
This is required by the club's rules, and is for your protection and the club's. 
 
Finally, let's have a great season together. Great having seen y'all at Sailpast! 
 
Joel Zylberberg, Secretary, Alexandra Yacht Club 

 



 

Jay Wallace, Communications Director 
  
 
Once again the AYC WhatsApp group link is below, it appears to be a popular real 
time "chatty"  platform for the usual suspects! 



 

    
 
Also if you change your email address, please keep us informed. Finally thanks to 
everyone who has sent in content for the "members section" of this issue of Bow 
Wave. 
 Jay Wallace Communications Director 

 



 

 

Stephen Brown, Fleet Captain 
The racing season is going well with 6 races completed to date.  The freedom from 
having our own race committee has been well used, allowing the fleet to gather, 
and the courses have been blessed with good wind so far.  We are getting about 6 
boats out now, growing from 3 at the start of the season, but hoping for 
more.  Start time is (approximately) 6:30, each Thursday. 
  
  
Best Regards 
Stephen Brown, Fleet Captain 

 



                              
 
Don Williams, Club Cruise Captain 
 
Hello AYC Cruiser’s, . 
  
If you’re itching to cruise then be prepped for the following dates: 
  
           July 23/24 – Dalhousie Yacht Club (to NOTL to Youngstown – optional) 
           August 13/14 – Etobicoke/Mimico Cruise (Live Band) 
           August 20/21 – Wilson (NY) Cruise (Live Bands) 
           September 17/18 Oakville Cruise (BBQ fest) 
  
Remember if your boats more than 30’ (about 9.144 meters give or take) and you’d like to 
go on one of the two U.S. cruises then you need a DTOPS Decal (or simply lie when you 
check in) and it takes up to six weeks to get one (and valid passports) – email me for 
further information. All dates are subject to change for Covid situations and other 
unforeseen circumnavigations. 
  
If you’re still ‘just’ itching, then try L’il Abner’s Kickapoo Joy Juice Itch Powder from Lower 
Slobovia – it works for me, especially where it counts! 
  
Cheersch, Don Williams AYC Cruise Captain 



 

  
  
  

 

The Members Bulletin Board All the News Fit to Print 
                          

 
 
Member Citations;  So many members have stepped up to help with SAW dinners, 
sailpast, yard, dock, and house maintenance. Thank you to all of you for your due 
diligence, you know who you are, it's a long list. There's a bottle of SAILOR JERRY with 
your names on it... somewhere in someones locker! I am in Locker #10... maybe! 
 
Suggestion/Comment E-Box;  " The sail around the world dinners [SAW] are welcome 
events to meet new and long time members in a smaller group setting. BTW, the dinner 
menu was out of this world amazing."  new member A.K. 
 
"Thanks to Peter and Richard for their efforts to get us "rolling again!"  long time member 
C.G. 
 
Overheard on the dock; "Somebody cut back the vines from the mail box out front and 
from the no parking signs on the fence line. Now that's attention to detail, but why do we 
have a mail box? "  "What's a mail box?"  Someone asked.  Seriously this was overheard! 
   
Random Travel Tales;  Please share your bareboat charter or local knowledge 
stories!  Share yours at communications@ayc.ca 
 
This local knowledge item came from senior member P.D. illustrating the island shoreline 
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variance over the years. They are floating on sand after all! Thank you. 

 

 

The Members Photo Gallery 
 Since we are now in social mode at long last, let's celebrate with a showcase 
of memorable club photos from now and back in the day! Thanks to all contributors. 



 



 
 
And of course Sail Past 2022 
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