
 

Bow Wave - July 2021. 
Your dose of AYC news  

  

 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

• July 16 2021 - Phase 3 Reopening - See Secretary's report for details. 

 

 

 

  



 

New Faces 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Director's Report 
 

 

Nick Pitt 
Commodore 

 

  

 

  

(From let to right: Brian Harrison, Vice Commodore, Marine Operations; 

Lawrence Alexander, Commodore; Richard Reid, VC Fleet; Gabrielle Blais-Jones, 

VC Education; Charlene Di Giuseppe, VC Finance; Neil Hetherington, VC 

Marketing & Communication; our own Bjarne Pedersen and yours truly. Missing 

from the photo because he had to leave early, Rob Wilkinson, VC Land 

Operations.) 



 

Greetings to AYC’s family of friends! 

 

I have several scattered things for my report so I will just jump in: 

 

1) Vice Commodore Bjarne Pedersen and I met with all six of NYC flag 

officers and Commodore Lawrence Alexander recently (Rear Commodore, 

Geoff Gurr was not available but has reached out to his counterpart at NYC 

to arrange a future meeting).  

The meeting was very much a meet and greet. We enjoyed cold beer from 

the cooler and had an easy and fun chat. Several of their directors had 

never been on AYC property, so I took them on a full tour.  

 

Commodore Alexander shared with Bjarne and I a very preliminary draft of a 

dock replacement plan that they are working on. We agreed to keep this 

plan closely held as it is subject to change as they develop their thinking. 

AYC’s swing mooring field was respected although one of their proposed 

docks may in fact violate the shared North channel of our basin.  

 

We did not get into any more serious issues than that. The purpose was to 

put faces to names for future discussion as needed. They were extremely 

friendly and very relaxed and informal. It was a fun evening. 



  

 

2) My boat, beloved Citation, is turning 42 this year and in need of some 

TLC. I am redoing her caulking, her bright work, and refreshing her mast 

with new halyards and lighting, as well as replacing her wiring. As such, my 

mast may remain on the hard for several weeks and I will not be rigged until 

this work is finished. Rear Commodore, Geoff Gurr, as well as the full board, 

have been notified of this and their permission has been requested to not be 

“seaworthy” in time for Sail Past, depending upon what date that event will 

take place.  

 

3. Launch went smoothly, with nothing damaged and no one hurt. The 

Amherst driver, Josh, who has been our operator on numerous occasions in 

the past, complimented AYC at the end of the day for the smoothness of our 

operation.  

I will leave other points of interest to each of your board members to 

highlight in their reports. 

 

Cheers & stay safe ------> Nick 



 

 

Bjarn Pedersen 

Vice Commodore 

Thank you AYC Members! The 

yard is looking great and in order.  

I’m looking forward to addressing 

a number of maintenance and 

upgrades projects. Stay tuned.  

 

I am presently addressing winter 

storage layout and assignments. 

Winter storage is based on the 

rules outlined in the document: 

Board protocol for winter storage. 

This document is available on our 

website.  

 

Please identify items left in the 

yard. i.e., masts left in racks, 

dinghies, toys, unused cradles.  

 

I’m looking forward to getting back 

to a semblance of normal after a 

lengthy interruption. Happy 

Sailing! 

 

Bjarne Pedersen, 

 

Vice Commodore.  
 



 

Geoff Gurr 

Rear Commodore 

Hello AYC, 

 

I'm thrilled to report that this year 

is looking to be a 'normal' year... 

for the water levels. I say normal 

in air quotes because well, covid 

is still lingering. Obviously, I think 

the virus culture is ingrained in our 

souls at this point, but just the 

same, consider the covid factor 

when walking on the docks. Try to 

avoid people as best you can, 

wear a mask, or duck off into a 

slip or finger to let someone pass. 

Ok, so with my due diligence 

piece said and done with, I can 

mention a few updates. 

 

A couple work parties will be 

taking place shortly. We will be 

replacing some broken cubes and 

some missing chains. Speaking of 

missing chains, if you're adjusting 

the chains on your slip since it's 

your responsibility to do so, and 

say, you drop one to the bottom of 

the basin, don't panic and pretend 

it didn't happen thinking you'll get 

in trouble. I need to know so I can 

send down a diver to recover it 

since it's very important to be 

ready if a big storm comes   



through. If you want some help to learn 
how to adjust the chains without dropping 
one, ask around or send me an email. 
 
Regarding slip assignments, we are 
pretty much at capacity. That goes for the 
yachts themselves. However, the little 
play boats such as the tenders, dinghies, 
kayaks and such, they're great fun to 
have, but keep in mind, they should be 
tied up within your own berth. 
Communicate with your berth neighbour 
if you both have dinghies to store. 
Sometimes, you can't both store them in 
the same berth, so in that rare case, let 
me know and I will locate an alternative 
location to tie up your dinghy. 
 
As always, questions, concerns, 
comments, emailing me is best: 
rear-commodore@ayc.ca 
 
Cheers, 
Geoff Gurr 
Rear Commodore, AYC  
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Wesley Spencer 

Social Director 

 

Nothing to report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Scott Durdle 
Treasurer 

It's been great seeing many 

familiar and new faces down at 

the club!  I'm pleased to report 

that club finances are in good 

standing with no concerns to note. 

 Senior members with winter 

storage this year will soon be 

receiving those invoices.  Special 

thank you to Keith Whalen for 

continued accounting support, our 

diligent Audit Committee Paul 

Oliver and Bill Restivo, and Gary 

Hails (and Janis Hobson) for 

maintaining the Ice Box!  Friendly 

reminder that the Ice Box system 

relies on the trust and honour of 

all members - please respect that 

so we can continue to have this 

luxury.  Happy sailing! 

 
-Scott Durdle 

  

   



 

 

Phil Dunk 
House Director 

Good day to all members. At the 

end of June, the province gave 

the go-ahead to open the club 

house upstairs lounge and 

kitchen. We need to remind 

members that this is a limited 

capacity number at any given 

time. We will be posting the new 

capacity limits in a few days. Until 

then please limit that to 5 people. 

 Additionally, we remind all that 

members and guests should sign 

in when they arrive at the club 

and wear masks while in the club 

house.  

 

Lastly, we still have several 

openings in the Site Maintenance 

program. If you haven’t already 

signed up for the program, please 

do so now. For those who have 

stepped forward thank you. 

 

Best regards 

 

Phil 
 



 

 

Alison Honey Woods 
Membership Director 

2020 and 2021 have been busy 

years for membership! 

 

Existing AYC members will no 

doubt have noticed the number of 

new faces around the club and in 

these strange and trying times it 

isn’t always easy to get to know 

people. I put names to all these 

lovely New Faces, so next time 

you see them around the club you 

can say “hello!" 

 

Have a great July everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Bill Morris 

Secretary 

 

I’m happy to report all 

correspondence and minutes are 

up to date.  These can be found 

on the members page of the AYC 

website.  

 

2021 AYC Membership cards 

have also been produced.  These 

can be picked up on the ground 

floor of the club house, just 

outside the office. Many thanks to 

Paul Oliver for printing and 

laminating the cards again this 

year. 

 

I hope all of you are able to get 

out on the water, once again with 

friends and family, and enjoy the 

unique pleasures boating 

provides.   

 

As many of you may have heard, 

earlier yesterday the provincial 

government provided more details 

about Step 3 of the Pandemic 

Reopening Plan. The success of 

vaccination efforts means Ontario 

will graduate to Step 3 nearly a 

week early, starting at 12:01 am 

next Friday (July 16th). 

Here are the Step 3 highlights as 



they relate to AYC: 

• Social gathering limits: 

outdoor 100 people, indoors 

25 

• Mask wearing indoors 

required, unless eating or 

drinking 

• People may sit together 

with members of their own 

household, and people who 

are not of the same 

household if separated by 2 

metres 

• AYC clubhouse capacity is 

limited to 50% of capacity, 

physical distancing is 

required 

• Signage regarding 

clubhouse capacity limit, 

and physical distancing to 

be posted 

• in terms of racing, people 

engaged in sports or games 

are not required to 

physically distance and can 

temporarily remove masks 

• Event tents, like the ones 

we have for social events, 

must have at least two open 

sides 

Step 3 is scheduled to last for 3 

weeks, but moving on requires a 

double-dose vaccination level of 



 

75%. Ontario reached 50% on 

Wednesday. We will continue to 

monitor changing requirements 

and safety recommendations, and 

communicate those to you as they 

become available. 

The situation continues to improve 

rapidly, which allows us to return 

to many normal activities, to the 

extent we’re comfortable doing so. 

But as public health officials 

remind us, COVID hasn't been 

beaten quite yet. So, let’s enjoy 

the many pleasures summer at 

AYC offers and make the most of 

the boating season, while 

continuing to exercise the caution 

needed to keep ourselves and 

each other as safe as possible. 

Bill Morris 

Secretary 

 

 
  



Lee Silver 

Communications Director 
 

 

Happy Sailing y'all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 



Gareth Clemo 
 

Fleet Captain 
We will be running a Summer series of 
club racing starting July 22nd.  A brief 
orientation will be held July 15th at 
7:00pm on the patio at the club to bring 
people up to speed.  Race instructions 
will be posted at the club and website 
sometime this week.   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

In Other News 

 

 

Message from the Don Williams 

 

Attention AYC Cruisers, 

  

Please email me cruisecaptain@ayc.ca if you are interested in cruising this season 

and/or would like further information on cruising. We are currently not allowing 

visitors (at the AYC) so that does not allow us to visit other reciprocal clubs 

however we still ‘can cruise’ if we are willing to anchor out and/or stop at a marina 

and ‘pay to stay and play’ (or come in very late and leave very early which I 

personally find works very well and ‘can’ save a fair amount of money on an 

extended trip.)   

  

The two cruises planned (four were) were to the Thousand Islands (actually, there 

are about 1800 islands) after the July 24th weekend and Niagara-on-the-Lake 

(Shaw Festival has reopened) about mid-August. We can’t go to the (Toronto) 

Island(s) and anchor there – not allowed currently although we ‘could’ stay on the 

wall (and pay – ugh!) but personally I don’t see the point in that – never have. 

  

So, and again, if you’ve got itchy feet and want to cruise, either email, call or text 

me (or get some itchy feet powder.) 

  

Cheers, 

Don Williams 

AYC Cruise Captain 

416 L’il Sail (545.7245) 

Let’s All Go for a L’il Sail!!! 
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