
20 BAY STREET, SUITE 1310
TORONTO, ON M5i 2N8
Tel: 416.214.1344
Fax: 416.214.4591

www.waterfrontoronto.ca

January 30, 2017 Via Email

Re: Cherry Street Lakefilling Project

We are writing to provide information and an update on a project that may be of interest to your
organization, the Cherry Street Lakefilling Project (part of the broader Port Lands Flood Protection and
Enabling Infrastructure Project).

Project Description

On September 14, 2016, the governments of Canada and Ontario and the City of Toronto announced
infrastructure funding under the Clean Water and Wastewater Fund for Cherry Street Lakefilling
(formally called Essroc Quay Lakefilling). The Cherry Street Lakefilling project is located on the south side
of the Keating Channel, at the confluence of the Don River and Toronto’s Inner Harbour.
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Cherry Street Lakefilling area shown above in green; future re-aligned Cherry St. in grey
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The Cherry Street Lakefilling project, while part of the proposed scope of work for the broader Port
Lands Flood Protection and Enabling Infrastructure Project, is a self-contained and stand-alone project
that can be advanced independently of the larger scope of work. The project will create a new landmass
around the current Essroc Quay through lakefilling and stabilize the area shoreline under flood
conditions. Infilling Essroc Quay is an important element of safely conveying increasing storm and flood
waters, although it does not eliminate the flood plain designation in the Port Lands. It will also improve
water quality, optimize water and storm infrastructure, and create new naturalized open spaces and
aquatic habitat. Additional information can be found through the links provided below.

Construction is expected to begin August 2017 and will include:

• Diverting the existing storm sewer that currently discharges storm water into the Essroc slip
• Dredging around Essroc Quay

• Constructing confinement berms, dockwalls, rock armouring and lakefilling

• Creating aquatic habitat features

Background and Context

Providing flood protection for the Port Lands was identified as a top priority by all three levels of
government when they first established Waterfront Toronto in 2001. Working together over the past
decade, Waterfront Toronto, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), the City of Toronto
and the Toronto Port Lands Company (TPLC) have developed and refined a solution to naturalize the
mouth of the Don River and protect the Port Lands and adjacent areas from potential flooding. A new
mouth for the Don River will be created in the middle of the Port Lands between the ship channel and
the Keating Channel.
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Aerial view of proposed full vision for the Port Lands and surrounding areas
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Naturalizing the mouth of the Don River will provide the necessary flood protection and unlock the
development potential of this waterfront area. A new urban island neighbourhood called Villiers Island
will emerge. In addition, the project will also enhance habitat for natural species and will re-establish
wetlands in the area, which provide social and environmental benefits and naturally moderate the
effects of flooding and erosion.

The Port Lands Flood Protection and Enabling Infrastructure Project has been informed by extensive
engagement and consultation with the public, government agencies, stakeholders, Indigenous
communities, landowners and developers, and is consistent with the City of Toronto’s primary
waterfront planning document, the Central Waterfront Secondary Plan. It has also secured key
environmental assessment approvals from the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change: the
Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project Environmental Assessment (DMNP
EA) and the Lower Don Lands Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment (LDL MP EA).

Navigation Protection Act

The Navigation Protection Act authorizes and regulates the public’s right to unobstructed passage over
navigable waters. The process evaluates potential impacts to navigation and acts to minimize those
impacts. An undertaking in, on, over, through or across any navigable water in Canada triggers this
process. As part of the approval process for the Cherry Street Lakefilling project, Waterfront Toronto is
required to submit a Notice of Works form pursuant to the Navigation Protection Act.

The Don Mouth Naturalization and Port Lands Flood Protection Project Environmental Assessment
conducted a Navigation Risk Report and Updated Manoeuvring Circle Assessment. This report identified
and assessed navigation risks and proposed mitigation measures. The report can be found here:

jjpjLwwrcaonca/dotAsset/182O2ctf. Navigation was also a topic covered as part of the
Environmental Assessment consultation program. A summary of the consultation record can be found
here: http://www.trca.on.ca/dotAsset/181980pdf.

We will continue to keep you posted on the Cherry Street Lakefilling project as we move forward with
the design.

Best Regards,

Simon Karam
Senior Project Manager

Information Links:

Cherry Street Lakefilling:
http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/1999/11/waterfront toronto to receive 65 million in tn governm
ent funding through the clean water and wastewater fund

Backgrounder: Cherry Street Lakefilling, September 14, 2016
http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/1999/11/waterfronit toronto to receive 65 million in tn government fundin
g through the clean water and wastewater fund
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Port Lands Project Page: http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/explore projects2/port lands

Waterfront Toronto Releases Due Diligence Report on Port Lands Flood Protection, October 20, 2016
http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/1999j1 1/waterfront toronto releases due diligence report on port landsfi
ood protection

Port Lands Flood Protection and Enabling Infrastructure Due Diligence Report, October 20, 2016
http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/upioads/documents/due diligence report october 20 2016 1.pdf

DM NP EA: https://trca.ca/conservation/green-infrastructu re/donmouth-natu ralization-portinds-flood
protection-proiect/

LDL MP EA:
http://www.waterfrontoronto.ca/uploads/documents/ldl eamp addendum esr 2014 digital 20140905 Lpdf

Port Land Acceleration Initiative: http://www.portlandsconsultation.ca/
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